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Synopsis

Bestselling author, psychologist, and world-renowned expert on dog behavior and training Dr.
Stanley Coren presents the most informative, in-depth, fascinating book yet on dogs.Bestselling
author, psychologist, and world-renowned expert on dog behavior and training Dr. Stanley Coren
presents the most informative, in-depth, fascinating book yet on dogs. Acclaimed for its solid
scientific research and entertaining, eminently readable style, How Dogs Think gives you the insight
that you need to understand the silly, quirky, and apparently irrational behaviors that dogs
demonstrate, as well as those stunning flashes of brilliance and creativity that they also can display.
It lets you see through a doga ™s eyes, hear through his ears, and even sense the world through
his nose, as Coren presents a fascinatA ing picture of the way dogs interpret their world and their
human companions, and of how they solve problems, learn, and take in new information. How Dogs
Think also answers questions about our canine companions that have puzzled many: Can dogs
count? Do they have an appreciation of art or music? Can a dog learn how to do something just by
watching another dog or even a person do it? Do dogs dream? What is the nature of dog
personality? Which behaviors are prewired into your dog, and which can you actually change? And,
can dogs actually sense future earthquakes or detect cancer? With sound behavioral science and
numerous funny, informative anecdotes, experiments, and firsthand observations, How Dogs Think
shatters many common myths and misconcepA tions about our four-legged friends and reveals a
wealth of surprises about their mental abilities and potential. It will make you love and appreciate all

dogsa “including your owna "in wonderA ful new ways.
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Customer Reviews

In his usual thorough and "text-booky" approach, before he takes on the real question of how dogs
think, Coren wants us to fully understand how information, used in the thought process, gets into the
mind of the dog in the first place. To this end, he takes us on a detailed study of eyes, ears, nose,
tongue and touch. Many implications for animal trainers are strewn throughout the entire
manuscript. Along the way, he imbeds other useful suggestions for dog owners on how to get finicky
eaters to eat, how to test your elderly dog’s eyesight and hearing and how to compensate for
weaknesses that commonly afflict elderly dogs. He even addresses the question of whether dogs
have a sixth sense that allows them to predict earthquakes or anticipate exactly when their master
will arrive home. Yes, | love the way he puts this section together and, no, | won’t divulge his
conclusion.Did | say "text-booky"? How Dogs Think has been very thoroughly researched with over
241 citations. It would make a fine text book as part of an extensive canine trainer certification
program like that offered by the Animal Behavior College [...] for example. Coren can be rather
technical at times, using and defining terms like "invisible displacement test", "implicit", "explicit",
"episodic", and "semantic" memory. Bottom line, it's his approach that’s both the good and the bad
about the book. While it's what | was looking for, it may not be what you are looking for.Finally, on
page 290 (with less than 10% left to read), Coren asks the real question: are dogs conscious and do
they have a mind similar to our own? His conclusion, they are considerably different from us in

degree but not really all that different in kind.
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